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ANNUAL REPORT:  2019 - 2020 

                                                                                                                                            
 29th August 2020 

 
Respected dignitaries, esteemed members, students and invited guests, a very good evening to 
all of you. On behalf of the Executive Committee of Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - 
Hyderabad Regional Centre (IIChE-HRC), I take this opportunity in extending a warm and 
hearty welcome to you all and your family members to this 61st Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of Hyderabad Regional Centre. 
 
It is my privilege to place the Annual Report 2019 - 2020 before you. I hope this report copy is 
with you. Last AGM-2019 was held on 06.07.2019 at the Hotel Blue Orchid, Habsiguda, 
Hyderabad.  Nearly 125 members (including spouses and student award winners) attended the 
AGM. The following is the list of office bearers, Members, Co-opted Members of the Executive 
Committee of IIChE-HRC and Permanent Invitees for the year 2019 - 2020. 
 
OFFICE BEARERS 
 
Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj 
(ARCI)                                
Chairman 
Sri C.P. Ramulu  
(IICT Rtd) 
 Vice Chairman  
 
Prof. P. Shashikala 
(OUCT Rtd) 
Vice Chairperson 
 
Sri M. Misra (NFC) 
Hon. Secretary 
 
Sri S. Ilaiah (OUCT) 
Hon. Jt. Secretary 
 
Sri D.N. Singh (NFC) 
Hon. Treasurer                   
                            
 

MEMBERS 
 
Sri MGV Chalapathi Rao 
(IICT Rtd) 
Sri M. Ranga Rao (NFC 
Rtd) 
(Chair, Student Chapters) 
Sri E. Venkatesham (NFC) 
Dr. M. Mukunda Vani (AGI) 
(Co-chair, Student 
Chapters) 
Sri Chokkahula Apparao 
(NFC) 
Dr. Vineet Aniya (IICT) 
 
CO-OPTED MEMBERS 
 
Sri Arun Anand (NFC) 
Sri Baidurjya Nath (NFC) 
 
 
 

PERMANENT INVITEES 
Prof. V. V. Basava Rao, President – IIChE 
Prof. S. V. Satyanarayana, Past President – 
IIChE 
Prof. S. Venkateshwar, Past President - 
IIChE 
Sri A. Bhasker Reddy, Past President – 
IIChE 
Sri G. V. Sethuraman, Past President - 
IIChE 
Prof. R. Shyamsunder, Principal, OUCT 
Smt. Sheela, Past Chairperson, IIChE - HRC 
STUDENT CHAPTER 
COORDINATORS 
Sri S. Ilaiah (OUCT) 
Dr. S. Kishore Kumar (CBIT) 
Dr. S. Murali Mohan (NITW) 
Prof. S. V. Satyanarayana (JNTUACE) 
Prof. Dilip Kumar Bahera (JNTUACE) 
Prof. G. B. Radhika (BVRIT) 
Sri KSNV Prasad (BVRIT) 
Prof. Satyapaul Singh (BITSP, HYD) 
Prof. M. Mukunda Vani (CVSR-AGI) 
Sri Dipankar Das (JNTUH) 
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The elections for the Executive Committee for HRC were conducted by Sri A. Bhasker Reddy, 
Past President, IIChE National Council, and the Executive Committee was elected for the year 
2019-21. IIChE - HRC is grateful to him for successfully conducting the election process.  
 
For IIChE National Council, Prof. V. V. Basava Rao has been elected as President for 2020, 
Prof. S. V. Satyanarayana has been completed his tenure as President, and Sri M. Ranga Rao 
completed his tenure as Hon. Joint Secretary for the year 2019. 
 

Activities of the year 
 
With the co-operation and support of all EC members and permanent invitees during this 
period, nine Executive Committee meetings have been held and the following activities were 
carried out in 2019-20. 
 

Prof. V.V. Basava Rao elected as the President of IIChE for the year 2020 
 

Prof. V.V. Basava Rao, Head, Department of Chemical Engineering, 
University College of Technology, Osmania University has been elected 
as the President of Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers (IIChE) for the 
year 2020 during 72nd Annual Session of IIChE / CHEMCON 2019 
Conference held at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi during 15th - 
19th December 2019. IIChE – HRC extends its hearty congratulations to 
Prof. V.V. Basava Rao on this great honour and wishes that IIChE shall 

reach newer heights under his visionary and dynamic leadership. 
 

Conference / Workshop / Seminars / Lectures Organized 
Seminar on Industry 4.0 organized  
 

Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - 
Hyderabad Regional Centre (IIChE - 
HRC) in association with QLeap 
Academy Pune and IIT Bombay Alumni 
Association (IITBAA) - Hyderabad 

chapter organized a Seminar titled 
“Understanding Industry 4.0 and its 
Applications” on 20th September 2019 at Nuclear Fuel Complex, 

Hyderabad. Event was supported by HASAN AND SINGH Intellectuals@Law. The Seminar 
was attended by over 130 delegates from industry, academic institutions and R & D 
organizations.  
 

Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj delivering 
welcome speech 

Mr. S. M. Rao addressing 
the audience 
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Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, Chairman, IIChE - HRC 
and President, IITBAA - Hyderabad chapter 
touched upon possible benefits of Industry 4.0 
for organizations in his welcome address. Chief 
Guest for the event was Mr. S.M. Rao, past 
Chairman, IIChE – HRC. Mrs. Sheela, Deputy 
Chief Executive, Nuclear Fuel Complex 
(Department of Atomic Energy, Government of 
India) was the guest of honour. Mrs. Sheela 
was also felicitated for her outstanding services towards realizing the 

vision of IIChE. Mr. Gaurav Kataria, Vice President, Cyient Li mited was the keynote speaker. 
He spoke on the applications of Industry 4.0 and resultant value creation for stakeholders. Dr. 
Aravind Chinchure, Founder and CEO, QLeap Academy discussed the 

technologies and other pre-requisites to 
achieve the competitive advantage through 
Industry 4. 0. He deliberated upon several 
dimensions involved in integrating digital 
industrial technologies with existing 
organizational processes to create a smart and 
agile system. Mr. Ashutosh Parasnis, Director, 
QLeap Academy shared practical examples to 
illustrate the manner in which Industry 4.0 has benefitted the organizations.  
 

Participants showed keen interest in the interactive Question and Answer session with the 
experts. Overall, programme received encouraging feedback 

 
 

International Conference RACE – 2020 organized by OUCT and IIChE – Hyderabad 
Regional Centre 
 
International Conference on 
“Recent Advances in Chemical 
Engineering (RACE) – 
2020” was organized on 8th 
and 9th January 2020 at 
Osmania University College of 
Technology (OUCT) by 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering, OUCT and Indian 
Institute of Chemical Engineers 
– Hyderabad Regional Centre 
(IIChE – HRC) on the eve of 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
(1969-2019) of OUCT. The 
conference is being supported 
by Rashtriya Uchchatar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) 
scheme 2.0, an initiative of 
MHRD, Government of India. 
Dr. S.S.V. Ramakumar, 
Director (R&D) and Board 
Members, Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) was the chief guest. In his keynote address, he 

Participants in the 
Seminar 

Dr. Aravind Chinchure 
being felicitated 

Mr. Ashutosh Parasnis 
delivering the talk 

RACE 2020 Inauguration (L to R): Prof. Basava Rao, Dr. Ramkumar, Prof. 
Shyamsunder, Prof. S. Basu, Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, Prof. Ramesh Kumar, and Mr. S. 

Ilaiah  

Keynote address by Mr. Gaurav 
Kataria of Cyient Limited 
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discussed the relevance of chemical engineering and technology for petroleum industry. He 
emphasized upon the need of adopting holistic approach for developing new technologies in the 
present context. Prof. S. Basu, Director, CSIR-IMMT Bhubaneswar was the Guest of honour. 
He exhorted the students to take up the entrepreneurship as one of the career options. Prof. R. 
Shyamsunder, Principal of OUCT presided over the inaugural function and discussed the role 
played by OUCT in human resource development for chemical sector during past 50 years of its 
existence. President of IIChE and convenor of the conference, Prof. V.V. Basava Rao provided 
overview of the conference and urged the participants to exchange views on emerging trends in 
chemical engineering and its allied areas. Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, Chairman, IIChE-HRC 
presented the vote of thanks in the inaugural session. 

As a part of the conference, several eminent speakers were invited. 
Prof. S. Basu from IMMT discussed about the development of a 
technology for the recovery of alumina from flyash. Dr. Anand 
Mohan from IIT Hyderabad delivered lecture on computational 
modelling for understanding blood coagulation. Third plenary lecture 
was delivered by Prof. Sriram 
Devanathan from Amrita 
University. He spoke on flame-
retardant coatings on wood and 
polymer as well as on the solar 
based lemon grass essential oil 
distillation for sustainability and 
livelihood in tribal community. 
Fourth plenary lecture by Prof. 
Ravindra Gudi from IIT Bombay 
touched upon the role of green 
engineering / chemistry in 
promoting sustainability practices. 
Dr. Tata Narasinga Rao from 

ARCI spoke on applications of nanotechnology. His talk 
covered the use of nanomaterials for textiles, energy storage 
devices and electric mobility. Mr. Rajender Brahman from 
Merck USA addressed the issues associated with process 
safety. These sessions were chaired by Prof. M. Narasimha 
from IIT Hyderabad, Dr. S. Sridhar and Dr. K. Yamuna 
Rani from IICT Hyderabad, Mrs. Sheela from IIChE - 
HRC, and Prof. V. Ramesh Kumar from OUCT.  

4 poster sessions were 
organized to present more than 55 papers. These sessions were 
chaired by Mr. C.P. Ramulu, Mr. M. Misra, Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj and 
Prof. Kavita Waghray. Oral presentations were made in 7 technical 
sessions on intensified heat transfer and mass transfer operations, 
advanced catalysis and reaction engineering, process control, 
modelling and simulation, solid and hazardous waste management, 
advanced engineering materials, other sub-themes of chemical and 
allied branches of engineering. Over 95 oral presentations were 
made in the technical sessions. Oral presentation sessions were 
coordinated by Dr. T. Jyothi and chaired by Mr. C.P. Ramulu, Mr. K. 
Ravichand, Prof. G. Prabhaker Reddy, Dr. C. Sumana, Dr. P. Sai 
Prasad, Dr. Sreepriya Vedantam, Dr. B. Rajam, Dr. M. Mukunavani, 
Prof. P. Raja Rao, Mr. P. Satyanarayana, Prof. P. Shashikala, Mr. 
D.N. Singh, Dr. K. Swamy, Dr. Vineet Aniya and Prof. Kavita 
Waghray. 

Prof. Ravindra Gudi, IIT Bombay 
speaking during the RACE 2020 

Mrs. Sheela, past Chairperson, IIChE – HRC 
speaking during the RACE 2020 

Dr. T.N. Rao, ARCI addressing 
the participants 
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Panel discussion on “Challenges, Threats and Opportunities in Chemical Engineering and allied 
areas” was chaired by Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj and Prof. Hayavadana. Dr. B. Dinesh Kumar, Prof. 
A. Ravindernath, Prof. S.V. Satyanarayana, Dr. S. Sridhar and Mr. R. Kiran Kumar expressed 
their views in the session.  
 

Valedictory session 
was presided over by 
Prof. Shyam Sunder. 
Prof. Ch. Gopal 
Reddy, Registrar, OU 
was the chief guest. 
Prof. S.V. 
Satyanarayana, Past 
President, IIChE and 
Mr. S. Satyapal, 
Chairman, Board of 
Governors, OUCT 
were the guests of 

honour. Presentation on Conference was made by Prof. 
V.V. Basava Rao and conference recommendations were presented by Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj. 
Conference recommendations included several possible measures to enhance the collaboration 
among academia, industry and R & D. Mr. Ilaiah, co-convenor of RACE-2020, presented the 
vote of thanks in the valedictory session. 
 
Mr. A. Bhasker Reddy and Mr. G.V. Sethuraman, both the Past Presidents of IIChE, Dr. S. 
Srinu Naik, Dr. B. Rajam, OUCT Alumni Association members, IIChE members, faculty 
members of several engineering and technological institutions, research scholars, industry 
professionals and engineering students also attended the conference. 

 
Lecture on “Science and Spirituality” organized  

 
IIChE – HRC and OUCT organized a lecture titled “Science and Spirituality” by Shri Vimukta 
Chaitanya, Spiritual Teacher, Chinmaya Mission at OUCT on 31st January 2020. Shri Chaitanya 
completed his B. Tech. (Chemical Engg.) from OUCT, Hyderabad and Master’s degree in 
Computer Science from USA. 

 
Design Thinking Workshop organized 
 

Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - Hyderabad 
Regional Centre (IIChE - HRC) and IITB Alumni 
Association (IITBAA) - Hyderabad Chapter in 
association with Department of Chemical Engineering, 
Anurag Group of Institutions (AGI) - Hyderabad 

organized a Design Thinking Workshop (DTW) on 
25th February 2020. Venue of the Workshop was 
AGI, Hyderabad. Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, President, 

IITBAA - Hyderabad Chapter and Chairman, IIChE - 
HRC highlighted the relevance of DTW for scientific 
model making.  Dr. Ajay Kohlatkar, Founder, Trizinbiz 
Advisory Pune and alumnus of IITB was the keynote 
speaker. Workshop mainly focussed on collaboration 

Prof. R. Shyamsunder, Principal, OUCT 
speaking during the RACE 2020 thanks giving 

ceremony 

Prof.  V.V. Basava Rao, President, IIChE  
speaking during the RACE 2020 thanks giving 

ceremony 

Dr. Ajay Kohlatkar delivering 
the keynote address 

Welcome speech by Dr. Sanjay 
Bhardwaj  

Audience interacting with Dr. 
Ajay Kolhatkar  

Mr. VVS Rao being felicitated 
after his speech 
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between designers and users for bringing ideas to life, and emphasized the linkage of design 
with the manner in which users think, feel and behave. CEO of Sowbal Aerothermics 
Secunderabad, Mr. V.V.S. Rao shared the nuances of technology commercialization and 
entrepreneurship during his address. Programme was attended by more than 125 participants 
including engineering students, academicians, scientists and industry professionals.  
 
Panel discussion titled “Best Practices of Safety Management in Chemical Industry”  
 
Chemical industrial sector is critically linked to safety and loss prevention. Besides hazardous 
material characteristics get aggravated with situational factors like trial runs, abnormal idling 
spells, subsequent restart etc., One of the most unfortunate accidents (including loss of few 
innocent lives) which occurred in a polymerization unit at Vizag (Andhra) is a relevant case in 
this regard. The specific abnormality, as compared to an otherwise normal activity, was 
probably associated with the manner of ‘recommissioning’ the process segment which was non-
operational for about two months because of COVID related Lock down restriction.  
 
Taking a cue from the above incident, the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - Hyderabad 
Region Centre (IIChE – HRC), which is a premier professional organization and a recipient of 
IIChE - Best Regional Centre award 2019, organized a panel discussion titled “Best Practices of 
Safety Management in Chemical Industry” on 31st May 2020 WebEx Meet digital platform. 
IIChE / IIChE - HRC plans to conduct programmes and courses on industrial safety aspects at 
regular intervals. 
 
Padmashri Prof. G.D. Yadav, Emeritus Professor of Eminence and Former Vice Chancellor, 
Institute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai graced the occasion as Chief Guest and the 
moderator. Prof. V.V. Basava Rao, President, IIChE was the guest of honour. Prof. Yadav 
provided an overview of global scenario covering safety issues in chemical industry. In majority 
of the cases, human error was responsible. He mentioned that general perception of high 
probability of accidents during reaction time is not realistic; several accidents do happen in the 
storage tanks. He emphasized upon the need of learning the lessons from these accidents and 
ensure that such mistakes don’t recur. Prof. Yadav advocated the requirement of confidence 
building between chemical companies and community living in the vicinity of the companies. 
 
Prof. Basava Rao emphasized the significant need for releasing white paper based on the 
overall outcome of panel discussion such that due benefits of the exercise can be drawn by all 
stakeholders.   
 
Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, Chairman, IIChE – HRC shared that all panellists have been distinguished 
professionals with experience and expertise in several aspects of chemical industry, regulatory 
departments etc. He also mentioned that the programme is being attended by representatives 
of industry, R & D and academia from all over the country.  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Panel Discussion in progress: Screenshots 
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Panelists included following seasoned professionals from chemical sector: 
 
I: Mr. P. Vijayaraghavan, Former President, Reliance industries Ltd and Past President, IIChE 
 
II: Mr. D. M. Butala, Chairman, Process Safety Group - IIChE, Former Executive Director, 
GSFC Ltd, Vadodara and Past Vice President – IIChE 
 
III:  Mr. Sushil Kumar, Former President, Reliance industries Ltd and Past President, IIChE 

IV: Mr. D.P. Mishra, Past President, IIChE and former Director General of Indian Chemical 
Council (ICC) 

  V: Mrs. Sheela, former Deputy Chief Executive (Safety), NFC 
 
VI: Mr. Madan Gavane, Process Safety Consultant, TUV –SUD 
 
VII: Mr. VV Mahesh Kumar, Head, Safety Department, NFC 
 
VIII: Dr. R. Venugopal, Deputy Chief Controller of Explosives, PESO, Ernakulam, Kerala 
 
Other eminent speakers: 
 
Mr. G.V. Seetharaman, Past President, IIChE shared his experiences in pharma sector and 
Prof. R. Shyam Sunder, Principal, University College of Technology, Osmania University 
narrated the way safety issues are addressed in companies involved in manufacturing 
Fluorocarbons and Fluropolymers. 
 
General recommendation:  
 
Panel had a consensus to recommend the creation of National Safety Board (NSB) for India. 
NSB should be statutory body with branches in all industrial areas. The analyses of incidences 
should be analysed and communicated to all so that they do not recur.  
 
13th M.P. Chary Memorial Lecture held 
 
IIChE-HRC organized 13th M.P. Chary Memorial Lecture on 20th August 2020 through digital 
platform. Lecture has been instituted in the memory of Sri M.P. Chary, who excelled as an 
entrepreneur. He was associated with the creation of Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories Limited, Elbit 
Medical Diagnostics Limited, Magene Life Sciences Pvt Ltd and Globarena Technologies Pvt 
Ltd.  Lecture was delivered by Dr. Sanjeev S. Katti, Director General, ONGC Energy Centre on 
“Green Energy, Clean Energy – Challenges and Opportunities”. Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, 
Chairman, IIChE - HRC welcomed the gathering and Sri S. Ilaiah, Hon. Joint Secretary, IIChE – 
HRC presented the vote of thanks. Volunteers from IIChE – HRC student chapters conducted 
the proceedings.  Prof. VV Basava Rao, President, IIChE and Sri Anantha Chary - CMD -
Globarena Technologies Pvt. Ltd. were chief guests on the occasion. Over 190 delegates , 
including Past Presidents and National Council members , and representatives from R & D, 
academia and industry attended the programme. EC members contributed for successful 
organizing of the programme. 
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                           13th M P Chary Memorial Lecture being conducted through digital platform 
 
Lecture on “Eternal Wisdom – Transforming Challenges into Solutions” 
 
IIChE – HRC organized a lecture titled “Eternal Wisdom – Transforming Challenges into 
Solutions” on 29th August 2020 by Sri Vinay ji, who is an established philosopher, thinker and 
self-management expert as well as founder of Wisdom Foundation. 
 

Student Chapter Activities 
 
A: Inter- college student chapter competitions 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Inter-College Competitions on Scientific Model Making, Technical 
quiz, Essay writing and Elocution were held on 25th February 2020 
at AGI, Hyderabad. Jury included Prof. VV Basava Rao 
(President, IIChE), Mr. S M Rao (Past Chairman, IIChE – HRC), 
Mrs. Sheela ( Past Chairperson, IIChE – HRC), Dr. S. Sridhar 
(Senior Principal Scientist, Indian Institute of Chemical 
Technology Hyderabad), Mr. K. Ravichand                       
(Consultant), Mr. M. Ranga Rao ( Chair, Student Chapters, IIChE 

– HRC), Mr. D.N. Singh ( Treasurer, IIChE – HRC) and Mr. 
Nishith Parikh (CEO, Rupa Industries, Hyderabad). Following 
are the competition-wise winners: 
 

Competition Student Name  Year College Name and Position 
 
Padmasri B V 

Khaja Najamuddin 
 

IV Osmania University College of Technology 
(OUCT) - I 

Jury members assessing one of the 
Scientific Models 

Mrs. Sheela addressing the participants 
of Essay Writing competition 

Elocution competition in progress 
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Raju Technical 
Quiz 
Competition 
 

Preetham K 
 

IV 

Surya K 
 

III 

T.Sai prafulla 
 

IV Chaitanya Bharathi Institute of Technology 
(CBIT) - II 

D. Hanusha 
 

III 

S.K.Vaheed 
 

II 

K. Pavan Kumar III Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University 
Anantapur (JNTUA) -III MVR Sudheer III 

G. Sreekanth 
 

IV 

 
Elocution 
(Sponsored by 
sri Allam 
Pandu) 

P.Poojitha 
 

III OUCT-I 

Abhiram 
 

II Anurag Group of Institutions (AGI) -II 

Anand Krishna  II B.V. Raju Institute of Technology (BVRIT) -III 
Ramanathan 
Memorial Essay 
Writing 
Competition 
(Sponsored by 
Prof. V. 
Gopalakrishnan 
 

G V Sreevanya 
 
 

II JNTUA-I 

P Krishna Chaitanya 
 
 
 

III OUCT-II 

Phanindra Gupta III CBIT-III 
Model Making C.Jai Kishan 

 
III AGI-I 

Pooja Purohit  III 
Surya Karla III OUCT-II 
Nikhil Komalla III 
Poojitha Pagala III 
Satchit Nagpal 
 

III Birla Institute of Technology & Science 
(BITS)-Pilani, Hyderabad Campus 
 Aryan III 

Prasanth Syamala 
 

III 

 
  
Prof. V.V. Basava Rao (President, IIChE), Mrs. Sheela 
(Past Chairperson, IIChE – HRC) and Mr. S.M. Rao 
(Past Chairman, IIChE – HRC), Prof. K.S. Rao (Director, 
AGI), and Prof. M. Mukunda Vani (Head, Department of 
Chemical Engineering, AGI) shared their perspectives 
with the participants.  
 
 
 
 
 

Valedictory session (L to R): Prof. VV Basava Rao, Prof. 
K.S. Rao, Mrs. Sheela, Prof. M. Mukunda Vani 
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Padmasri B V Raju Best Student Awardees 2020 
 
Lakshmipathi Vishali (AGI), K.Prathik Kumar (CBIT) , Mekala Meghana (JNTUA), Akhilesh 
Subramanian (BVRIT), Debashis Panda (BITS-Pilani, Hyderabad), Apurva Bhardwaj (NIT-W), 
Khaja Najamuddin Naveed (UCT, Osmnania University), Palla Gopika Lakshmi Priya (JNTUH) 
 
B: College-wise events  

 
Anurag Group of Institutions  
 
Industry visits  
 
Chemical Engineering students visited  
 

 Prathista Industries Limited, Hyderabad on 
14th August 2019  

 
 Nuclear Fuel Complex, Hyderabad on 16th 

August 2019 
 

 Punya Herbals, Hyderabad on 13th March 
2020 

 
 
 
Invited lectures  

 
 Dr. Chandra Shekhar Sharma, Associate Professor, Dept. of Chemical Engg., IIT, 

Hyderabad delivered an invited lecture titled “Nanotechnology: A Tool to Solve 
Technological Problems with Societal Perspectives” on 22nd August, 2019  

 Mr. H.R. Ravindra, General Manager (HR) & Head BARC Training School, Nuclear Fuel 
Complex (NFC), Hyderabad delivered an invited lecture titled “Nuclear Energy and 
Societal Benefits” on 28th August, 2019  

 Mr. G. Vijay Kumar conducted a Workshop titled 
“Applications of Theory to Process Industries” on 29th 
and 30th August, 2019 

 
 Mr. Mothilal Banothu, Process Engineer, Sipchem, 

Saudi Arabia delivered an invited lecture titled 
“Chemical Process Engineering and Simulation using 
Design Software” on 6th September, 2019 

Students visiting Punya Herbals, Hyderabad 

AGI Students at Prathista Industries, Hyderabad 

Dr. M. Mukundavani and faculty members 
felicitating Mr. Mothilal Banuthu 
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 Mr. Lalit Kumar Kontham, Lead Engineer, West Rock, 
Texas delivered an invited lecture titled “Opportunities for 
Chemical Engineers Abroad” on 13th December, 2019  

 Prof. Claire F. Komives, Professor, San Jose State 
University, California delivered an invited lecture titled 

“Inquiry based Labs and Project based Learning to 
Chemical Engineering” on 21st December, 2019 

 
Faculty Development Programme (FDP) organized 
 
FDP was organized on “Computational 
Fluid Dynamics (CFD) and its 
applications” during 15th November 2019 
to 20th November 2019. Industry 
professionals from Uniscient Engineering 
were invited as resource speakers. Over 
25 Participants (Faculty & Research 
Scholars) from different Institutions like 
University College of Technology - Osmania 
University, B. V. Raju Institute of 
Technology – Narsapur - Medak, CSIR-IICT 
Hyderabad, SNIST - Hyderabad, Manipal 
University - Karnataka, Singhad University, Pune, NIT Warangal and 17 Participants from 
different departments of AGI participated in the FDP.   
 
National Institute of Technology (NIT) Warangal 
 

 “Know Your Acads” was organized on 31st August 2019. The program intended to give 
an overview of the academics and the environment in the campus, how to prepare for 
each of the subjects in first year, how the grades of every student are evaluated based 
on the relative grading system. Around 250 students attended the event. 

 
 On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, an online Blog writing and Poster Making competition 

was conducted so as to raise awareness among the fellow students about the peace and 
prosperity. 

 
 The interactive session followed by a talk by Prof. D.V.R Murthy was organized on 17th 

October 2019. Program gave an overall view of chemical engineering. Prof. Murthy 
shared how chemical engineering had evolved through the years and the present 
scenario. 
 

 Resume Building Workshop was held on 28th October 2019. 

 
 With a view of involving everybody to improve the quality of the environment, a Rally was 

organized in collaboration with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) to promote awareness 

Prof. Claire F. Komives addressing the 
participants 

Resource speakers with the participants of FDP on 
Computational Fluid Dynamics at AGI, Hyderabad 
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regarding energy conservation and sustainability as a part of CONSERVECKA, a week-
long convention which is organized to promote energy conservation awareness amongst 
the masses. Programme started on 2nd February 2020. 

 
 MATLAB Workshop was held on 13th March 2020. Resource persons were Prof. A.K. 

Tangirala, IIT Madras and officials from MathWorks Bengaluru. 

 
B.V. Raju Institute of Technology  
 

 Industrial visit to Ganapati Sugars, Sangareddi was organized on 9th January 2020 
 

 Competitions / Programmes such as paper presentation, poster presentation, chem quiz, 
chem hunt, chem spark and CFD workshop were organized on 30th and 31st December 
2019 

 
 Seminar on Opportunities after Engineering was conducted on 11th February 2020 

 
 An invited lecture was organized on Chemical Engineering Abroad by a Faculty from 

University of New Brunswick, Canada on 20th February 2020 
 Students were selected for IIChE – HRC inter-college competitions through college level 

competitions organized on 3rd, 4th and 5th February 2020 
 
 
BITS Pilani – Hyderabad  
 
 
IIChE membership drive was conducted in February 2020 by student chapter. A brief exposure 
about IIChE and related activities was provided. Students were explained the importance of 
taking IIChE membership. A total of 28 students applied for membership. 
 
Rajiv Gandhi University of Knowledge Technologies, Basar 
 
A new Student Chapter of IIChE has been approved by the IIChE National Council at its 2nd 
Meeting held on 29th February 2020 at Kolkata under the guidance of Hyderabad Regional 
Centre of IIChE. 
 
 
                                Annual General Meeting 2018 - 19 
 
60th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - 
Hyderabad Regional Centre (IIChE - HRC) held on 6th July 2019 
 
60th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers - Hyderabad 
Regional Centre (IIChE - HRC) was held on 6th July, 2019 (Saturday) at 6.00 pm at Hotel Blue 
Orchid, Habsiguda, Hyderabad. About 125 members (including spouses and student award 
winners) attended the AGM. The programme commenced with the cultural events and the 
welcome address by Smt. Sheela, Chairperson, IIChE-HRC (2018-19). Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj, 
Honorary Secretary, IIChE – HRC (2018-19) presented the details of activities accomplished 
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during 2018-19. Mr. M. Mishra, Honorary Treasurer, IIChE – HRC (2018-19) presented the 
audited accounts. Prof. S.V. Satyanarayana, President, IIChE National Council; Mr. M. Raja 
Mahender Reddy, Managing Director, Rhyme Organics & Chemicals Ltd; and Dr. Usha 
Virendra, Former Chief Scientist and Head, Chemical Engineering Division, Indian Institute of 
Chemical Technology were felicitated for outstanding contributions towards realizing the vision 
of IIChE –HRC / IIChE.  
 
Senior members of IIChE expressed their views on the occasion: Mrs. Sheela suggested that 
efforts should made towards increasing the awareness about the importance of chemical 
engineering and possible career opportunities. Prof. S.V. Satyanarayana advised the chapter to 
conduct more programmes for student chapters as well as to organize industry-relevant 
programmes. He also mentioned that chapter should work for enhancing the memberships of 
IIChE. Mr. Raja Mahender Reddy highlighted the emerging opportunities for chemical 
engineering professionals due to government emphasis on programmes like ‘Make in India’, 
‘start-up India’. 
 
Members approved the appointment of same auditor as last year, i.e. M/s. Raghvendra and 
Associates, for next year also. The elections for the Executive Committee for HRC were 
conducted.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Glimpses of the AGM 2018 - 19 
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Homage to Dr. H.L. Roy, founder, IIChE 
 
IIChE – HRC paid homage to Dr. H.L. Roy, founder, IIChE on his birthday anniversary on 2nd 
November 2019 during its Executive Committee meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Participation in International Conference on Energy and Environment: Challenges and 
Opportunities for Industries at MNIT Jaipur 

 
Prof. V.V. Basava 
Rao, President 
elect, IIChE ; Prof. 
S.V. Satyanarayana 
, President, IIChE; 
Mr. M. Ranga Rao , 
Joint Secretary, 
IIChE and Dr. S. 
Sridhar , Senior 
Principal Scientist , 

CSIR-IICT ( from IIChE – 
HRC) participated in the 
International Conference 
on Energy and 
Environment : Challenges and Opportunities for 

Industries at Malviya National Institute of Technology (MNIT) Jaipur during December 28-29, 
2019. Conference was organized for Dhirubhai Ambani Commemoration Day Celebrations.  
 
Mr. A. Bhasker Reddy, Past President, IIChE presentation to the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Industry 
 

Mr. A. Bhasker Reddy, Past 
President, IIChE is Vice President, 
Federation of Telangana Small 
(MSME) Industries Association 
(FETSIA) presented a report on 
issues of industries to the 
Chairman and Members of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Industry (PSCI) during their study 
visit to Hyderabad during 7th – 8th 
January 2020 

IIChE – HRC EC members paying 
homage to Prof. H L Roy, founder, 

IIChE 

IIChE – HRC EC members attending meeting on 2nd 
November 2019 

Mr. K. Keshava Rao, Chairman, 
PSCI and Mr. A. Bhasker Reddy Mr. Bhasker Reddy 

interacting with the PSCI 

L to R : Prof. Madhu Agarwal, Mr. M. Ranga Rao, 
Prof. VV Basava Rao, Prof. G.D. Yadav on the dais  

Prof. S.V. Satyanarayana 
addressing the participants 

  



 
 

 15

 
Awards / recognitions from IIChE 

 
Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers (IIChE ) Best Regional Centre Award 2019 for 
IIChE - Hyderabad Regional Centre (IIChE – HRC) 
 
 

Best Regional Centre (BRC) Award 
– 2019 (Category “A”) was 
conferred on the IIChE - HRC 
during 72nd Annual Session of 
IIChE / CHEMCON 2019 
Conference held at Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Delhi during 
15th - 19th December 2019. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Awards conferred on IIChE – HRC Members 
 

 Herdillia Award for “Excellence in Basic Research in Chemical Engineering” 
 

 Dr. S. Sridhar, CSIR – Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT), Hyderabad 

 
 The Chemical Weekly Prize for Best Research Paper published in a High Impact 

Factor International Journal by an Undergraduate Chemical Engineering Student 
(First and Second Prizes) 

 
 Ms Smita Shivraj Dasari, University College of Technology (UCT), Osmania University 

(OU), Hyderabad (2nd prize) 

 
 

 Ambuja’s Young Researcher’s Awards for doing Post-Graduate Studies in India 
after GATE Examination (Ten Awards) 

 
 Ms Shireesha Pilli, University College of Technology (UCT), Osmania University (OU), 

Hyderabad 
 Ms Jella Soumya, UCT, OU, Hyderabad  
 Mr Botla Madhu, UCT, OU, Hyderabad 

 
 Ambuja’s Best Home Paper or Design Project Report Awards for an 

Undergraduate Chemical Engineering Student (Three Awards) 
 

 Ms Bhukya Prema, Osmania University, Hyderabad (3rd prize) 

Best Regional Centre Award being conferred 
to Hyderabad Regional Centre during 

CHEMCON 2019  

Best Regional Centre 
Trophy 



 
 

 16

 

Obituary 
IIChE – HRC expresses deep condolences on the sad demise of: 

 
 Shri MGV Chalapathi Rao, Past 

Chairman, IIChE -HRC, Past IIChE 
National Council member and 
Retired Senior Principal Scientist, 
CSIR – Indian Institute of Chemical 
Technology (IICT) Hyderabad on 
17th Feb 2020 

 Shri G. Laxma Reddy, Retired 
Senior Scientist, IICT Hyderabad 
on 25th June 2020 

 Prof. V. Narayanswamy, former 
Professor, Osmania University 
College of Technology (OUCT) and 
former Hon. Secretary, IIChE - 
HRC on 19th July 2020 

IIChE-HRC received the support of OUCT, AGI, NIT, BVRIT, IICT, ARCI and various 
industrial organizations such as NFC, Enfab Industries, Clair Engineers Pvt. Ltd., Prathista 
Industries Limited, HASAN AND SINGH Intellectuals@Law and also from the different 
educational institutions/ industrial organizations in conducting various programs successfully. 
We are profusely thankful to Shri S.M. Rao, Past Chairman, IIChE – HRC for sponsoring the 
newly started Scientific Model Making Event as a part of IIChE - HRC Annual Inter-College 
Competitions. We take this opportunity to thank M/s. T. Raghavendra and Associates for 
auditing the Annual Accounts for the financial year ending on 31st March 2020 and also to Sri 
C. P. Ramulu for his valuable guidance in keeping the Annual Accounts of the IIChE – HRC 
in proper form. I wish to thank our Chairman, Dr. Sanjay Bhardwaj and all our Executive 
Committee Members for their support. I am thankful to Shri S.M. Rao, Smt. Sheela, Sri M. 
Ranga Rao, Dr. M. Mukunda Vani, Sri K Ravichand, and Dr. S. Sridhar (IICT) for conducting 
student competitions and student chapter activities with the help of the student chapter 
coordinators. Our complete Executive Body would like to put on record, the services of Prof. 
S. Venkateshwar, Sri A Bhasker Reddy, Sri G. V. Sethuraman, Prof. S. V. Satyanarayana, 
Prof. V.V. Basava Rao and Dr. K. Sainath - Managing Director - Clair Engineers Pvt Ltd. for 
their valuable guidance in executing all the programs successfully.  With this, I submit this 
report, together with the audited statement of Accounts, for the approval of esteemed 
members of the IIChE -HRC. 
Thank you one and all! 

 
              Sd/- 
 

(M. Misha) 
Hon. Secretary, IIChE-HRC 

 
 



 
 

 17

 
 

MEDIA COVERGAE OF IIChE – HRC ACTIVITIES 
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